GNmRAL Juliv BRATTON
General John kratton was korn in Winnsboro, ©outh Carolina on March 7th, 1831, the
son of Ur, William bratton and his second wife, lsakella Means.
On graduation from Mount 4ion Academy, he entered the “outh Carolina vollege, f?om
which he graduated in 1850. he received a "Medical Diploma" from ®outh Carolina
Medical Uollege and practiced medicine in Fairfield County, South Carolina, .ntil
the outtre k of the War ketween the States. He enlisted as a private in the 6th
Regiment of Volunteers and almost immediatl; was promotec to rank of Captain. in
1862, he was promoted to Colonel of the Gth Regiment. Promotion was rapid and
after the tattle of the Wilderness, he reached tne high rank of rrigidair ueneral.
e was cited many times for sallantr; snd was known to his men as "uUld aeliatle".
“ewas twice wounded and was taken prisoner at the cattle of beven rFimes. lie was

held at r.outress Fonroe for several months until he was exchanged.
He was a g reat lover oi the soil and after the war, he did not return to the practice
of medicine, tut tecame a fafmer. He was very active in politics and held many offices
and positions in the Stste and was elected Congressman.
in 1859, he married ilizateth, the daughter of ‘iheodore Lucose.
He died January 2nd, 1898.
His son, kishop Theorore tratton, in a letter to a memter of the united Uaughter of
the Confederacy, tells an amusing anerdote:
The last wound his Father received was from a minnie tall, which struck him
AN wHiy Giwdl AND CAME UuY ol UHBb BACK, leaving a gaping ragged hole. ‘lhis
tecame infected and fér two yearsh,had vo ke cleansed and dressed caily.
Iheodore was a small ktoy and in after years, it amused the ueneral to relate
that the toy would watch the dressing andé would point to whe wound with great
pride anc announce: "That is where t he {ankees shot my Daddy in the back".
viary fice lciaster
John tratton vhapter #929
“nited Laughiers of the “oniederacy

fioute 2: rox 1lo2
Winnsboro, woutn Carolina 29180



Photostat) From "Dictionary of

BRATTON, "JOHN (Mar. 7, 1831-Jan. 12,
1898), Confederate soldier, the son of Dr. Wil-
Tiam Bratton, Jr., and his sccond wiife, Isabella
Means, was born at Winnsboro, S. C. After
preparation at Mount Zion Academy he entered
the South Carolina College from which he was
graduated in 1850. Three years later he reczived
a “medical diploma” from the South Carolina
Medical College and shortly afterward began the
practise of medicine in Fairfizld County. In 1339
he marricd Elizabeth, daughter of Theodore S.
Du Bose. He continued in his profession with

moderate success until the begmng of the Civil
War when he entered the military service of
.South Carolina as a private in the 6th Regiment
of Voluntezrs. He was almost immediately pro-
moted captain. Twice subsequently, however, he
‘ reénlisted as a private at the expiration of periods
of enlistinent when his regiment was reorgan-
ized., In 1862 he was elected colonel of the 6th
Regiment which had become a part of Micah
Jenkins’s Brigade, Longstrest’s Corps. After
the death of Jenkins, during the Battle of the-
.Wilderness, May 6, 1864, “Old Reliable,” as
,Bratton was now known to his men, was ap-.
pointed brigadier-general (June 27, 1864). He-
was several times cited for gallantry and was
twice woundsd. On one occasion (Battle of
Seven Pines, May 31, 1862) being wounded, he
was taken prisoner and was held in Fortress
Monroe until exchanged several months later.
Of the brigades which composed the Army of

Northern Virginia at Appomattox, his was the®

most completely manned and was the only one
which left the field as an organized unit (Of-
- " ficial Records, ser. 1, passim).

After the war Bratton did not resume the

practise of medicine but became a farmer and -

was soon drawn into active public life. He did
not seek political office but was from time to time
pressed into service as 2 member of the consti-
tutional convention in 1863, as state senator
(1865-66), and as congressman (1884-83). He
was a delegate to all the Taxpayers’ Conven-
tions, was chairman of the delegates from South
Carolina to the national Democratic convention
of 1876, was chairman of the state Democratic
committee in 1880, and was elected by the legis-
lature to fill the vacant office of state comptroller
in 1881. In politics he adhered to the conserva-
tive party which under Wads Hampton [¢.2.]
delivered the state from Republican rule in 18;6.
Though a farmer he did not support the Farm-

er's Movement in South Carolina. His feeling ..
against this “class movement,” as he character- °
ized it,"was such that he was led to become a -

candidate for the_ governorship in 1890 in op-

American Biography" Volume I.

position t6 B. R. Tillman [g.2.], the Farm-
ers’ leader, His dignified campaign, conducted
.amidst all manner of political excess and ex-

'.‘travagance, won the admiration of all classes
, but was at no time formidable. Like many con-
servatives, he retired from politics after the vic-
tory of the Tillmanites. IHe died at Winnsboro,
Jan. 12, 1808, .

[Brief but accurate sketches of Eratton’s life appear
in the Co:fed. Mil, Hist. (1899), V, 378-So0; the Cye.
of Eminent and Representative Men of the Carolinas
(1892), I, 433-36: News and Couricr (Charleston,
S. C.), Jan. 13, 1898. A faw of Bratton's letters in

manuscript are contained in the W. G. Hinson Collec-

tion owned by the Charleston (S. C.) Lib. Soc. This -

also includes a scrapbook of clippings from leading
pewspapers of the state relating to the gubernaterial
campaign of 1890.) J.H.E—y.
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* The following is from "Who Was Who In America",1607-1896:
BRATTON,JOHN, physician,state legislator;born,Winnsboro,S.C.,
March 7,1831;son of Yp,William Bratton,Jdr.,and Isabella(Means)
Bratton,graduate South Carolina College,1850;M.D.,South Caro-
lina Medical College,1853;married Elizabeth DuBose,1859., Prdc-
‘ticed medicine,Fairfield County,S.C.,until EmrfzxdarakaCivil War;
served with 6th Hegiment South Carolina Volunteers during Civil
War,promoted captain,l86l,colonel,1862,brigadier general,186l, .
known as "Old Heliable", Member South Carolina Constitutional Con-
vention,1865,South Carolina Senate,1865-66,South Carolina House
of Hepresentatives,188,4-85, Died,Winnsboro,January 12,1898,"

From "Biogrephical Directory of lhe “gnate of South Carolina,1776-
196L4" compiled by Emily Pellinger Heynolds and Joan feynolds faunt;
BRATTON,John(Urandson of William Bratton,see below/),Senator from
Yairfield District., Born March 7,1831,at Winnsboro,son of William
Bratton and Isabella I.Means.Attended Mount Zion Institute;graduated
S.C.College,A.B,,1850;M.D. ,Med.Y0l,0f S.C,,1853;studied medicime at
New Orleans, Planter and physician at Winnsboro,1853-6l.Married ®1iz-
beth Yorcher DuBose in 1859.Enlisted as private in Confederate Army;
promoted to lieut.col.,bth S.C.Volunteers;colonel,1862;brigadier gen-
eral,June 27,186l ;several times cited for gallantry;twice wounded;
taken prisonsr at “even Pi{nes May 31,1862,and held in Fortress Mon-
roe for several months;his brigade the only one which left the field
as an organized unit in the Argy of Northern virginia at Appomattox.
After the war,resumed planting at "Farmington" near winnsboro.Con-
stitutional Convention of 1865,S.C.Senate,Fairfield,1865-67.Taxpayers!'
Convention of 1871,Chairman of S.C.delegation to National Democratic
Convention,1876;delegate 1880;chairman of the State Democratic party,
1880.kleceted Comptroller General by General “ssembly December 22,
1880,vice J.C.Coit,resigned;commissioned January 5,1881,served until
1882.Elected to L48th Con%resg,serving from vecember 8,188l to Mareh -~ —~_
3,1885 . Tiustes: aff 3quph Carolina College,1886-90,.Survivors Association

~# © WA Racimentipresident. member bkpiscopal Church.Vied at Winns-

boro,January 12,1898,buried in Episcopal Cemetery,Winnsboro."
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GEN. JOHN M.BRATTON
Born--3/7/1831
Died--1/12/1898
C S A Memorial
Buried: St. John's Cemetery
FATHER: Dr. William Bratton
MOTHER: Isabella Means

General John Bratton who had a distinguished career in the War Between the States died

at "Home Place" in 1898. He was a Doctor and Confederate Brigadier General. He was
also a Judge, politician and congressman.
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110 Histony or Famrmirn County

and admiration in which he was held. McLane, of course, did not
speak and he was hustled off on a freight train passing some
time after.

I recall as a boy how the older men used to meet at McMaster,
Brice, and Ketchin’s store and discuss public matters of all sorts.
There were no clubs then and this store was the general meeting
place—in the winter it was inside by the stove and in the summer
on the street by the town hall side of the store. There were
Mr. McKinney Elliott, Mr. Henry Illiott, Capt. I. N. Withers,
Mr. Geo. II. McMaster, Mr. Jamcs McCants, Dr. Madden, Mr.
James A. Brice, Capt. James Beaty, Col. Rion, Dr. Robertson,
Capt. Henry Gaillard, Prof. Means Davis and often Gen. Brat-
ton, Maj. Woodward and Capt. Macfie from in the country and
others whoimi I do not recall. I have often sat and listened at
the discussions of these older men. They had passed through the
war and reconstruction and the issues of those troublous times
were pressing on them and how serionsly and with what patrio-
tism they talked. Sometimes in difference of opinion on some
subject considerable feeling would show itself. T remember once,
in some question under discussion, Mr. Geo. McMaster advocated
strongly in all his unselfish spirit of certain policy, but there
was strong dissent among others, and Mr. McMaster, almost in
disgust, said, “Well, just a set of blame fools, blame fools,” in
his quick, short manner, and Capt. Withers, quick as a flash,
jumped up and said, “Geo. Mac. don’t say that, don’t say that.”
Of course there was intervention and soon everything would go
on smoothly again. Oftimes Mr. MecKinney Elliott, in the midst
of one of these discussion, would shut one eye and take a sight
at some object on the pavement a few feet in front, and spit ab
it with tobacco juice, and often he would hit his marlk, and then
he would say something about the question being discussed, so
striking, so keenly logical and so convincing that carried with
him unanimous consent. I don’t thing' I ever knew a mind more
accurate or analytical, and he gave expression to his thoughts in
a sort of forceful epigram that always appealed to me.

Mr. George McMaster was, I think, the most unselfish public
spirited man I ever knew. His whole life was absorbed in ad-
vocating measures and ideas looking toward the development of
Winnsboro and Fairfield County. A new railroad for Winnshoro
was his hobby and in trying to realize his hopes he suggested u
line from Wadesboro, N. C., throuzh Winnshoro to a point in
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and admiration in which lie was liel.l. M.Tane, of course, did not
speak and he was hustled off on a freight train passing some
time after.

I recall as a boy how the older men used to meet at McMaster,
Brice, and Ketchin’s store and discuss public matters of all sorts.
There were no clubs then and this store was the general meeting
place—in the winter it was inside by the stove and in the summer
on the street by the town hall side of the store. There were
Mr. McKinney Elliott, Mr. Henry Iilliott, Capt. I. N. Withers,
Mr. Geo. I. McMaster, Mr. James McCants, Dr. Madden, Mr.
James A. Brice, Capt. Jamnes Beaty, Cul. Rion, Dr. Robertson,
Capt. Henry Gaillard, Prof. Means Davis and often Gen. Brat-
ton, Maj. Woodward and Capt. Macfie from in the country and
others whom I do not recall. I have often sat and listened at
the discussions of these older men. They had passed through the
war and reconstruction and the issues of those troublous times
were pressing on them and how serionsly and with what patrio-
tism they talked. Sometimes in difference of opinion on some
subject considerable feeling would show itself. I remember once,
in some question under discussion, Mr. (Geo. McMaster advocated
strongly in all his unselfish spirit of certain policy, but there
was strong dissent among others, and Mr. McMaster, almost in
disgust, said, “Well, just a set of blame fools, blame fools,” in
his quick, short manner, and Capt. Withers, quick as a flash,
jumped up and said, “Geo. Mae. don’t say that, don’t say that.”
Of course there was intervention and soon everything would go
on smoothly again. Oftimes Mr. McKinney Elliott, in the mid:t
of one of these discussion, would shut. one eye and take a sight
at some object on the pavement a few fict in front, and spit ut
it with tobacco juice, and often he would hit his mark, and then
he would say something about the question being discussed, so
striking, so keenly logical and so convincing that carried with
him unanimous consent. I don’t thing' I ever knew a mind more
accurate or analytical, and he gave expression to his thoughts in
a sort of forceful epigram that always appealed to me,

Mr. George McMaster was, I think, the most unselfish public
spirited man I ever knew. His whole life was absorbed in ad-
vocating measures and ideas looking toward the development of
Winnsboro and Fairfield County. A new railroad for Winnsboro
was his hobby and in trying to realize his hopes he suggested u
line from Wadesboro, N. C., througzh Winnsboro to a point in
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As 1o Acricunrurs a7
“There is an account of “Iie Agricultural Convention’ ‘com-
posed of delegates from the agricultural societies of South Caro-
lina” at Monticello, Fairfield County, July 5 and 6, 1843. There
the planters discussed curtailing of cotton crop and the increase
of provision supply, bread stuffs and stock of all kinds. There
were complaints about the selling of cotton, and its weighing.”

April 28, 1869, what was probably a reorganization, after the
Confederate War, in the Zairficld Herald is an account of a meet-
ing of the Fairfield Agricultural Society, at which the officers
elected were: George H. McMaster, president; Thomas W. Wood-
ward, vice-president; J. S. Stewart, secretary ; and S. B. Clowney,
treasurer. The delegates elecled to the (State) agricultural con-
vention were: II. L. Elliott, . W. Woodward, W. D. Aliken,
N. C. Robertson, R. E. Ellison, Jr., Dr. Thomas MeKinstry,
G. B. McCants, and S. B. Clowney.

The next year, 1870, the officers were: II. C. Davis, president;
Thomas W. Woodward, vice-president; Thomas W, McKinstry,
vice-president; S. B. Clowney, {reasurer, W. It Aiken, secretary ;
aud IT. A, Gaillard, corresponding secretar;

September 8, 1869, John Simonton sold to J. . Catheart two
bales of cotton at 32 cents a pour !, and on September 15 Thomas
Sessions at Ridgeway <old to R. S. DesPortes one bale at 30
cents a pound.

In October, 1869, Dr. Joseph LeConte, in Columbia, is adver-
tising officer to sell cotion seed cake as a fertilizer.

In the same issue of the paper Gon. I8, . Alexander is adver-
tising to buy cotton seed within 100 miles of Columbia for the
Columbia Oil Company, giving 83 pounds of oil cake for 100
pounds of cotton seed, the company to pay freight on seed and
the purchaser, on cake. The directors of the company were:
A. B. Sorings, IFort Mill; James Pagan, Chester; Gen. John
Bratton, Winnsboro; Gen. Johnson IMTagood, Barnwell; Col.
Wm. Wallace, and Col. John C. ITaskell, Columbia.

The earliest historical sketch of Fairfield County is that found
in Mills Statistics of 1826, which is published in the appendix.
Also in the appendix is the manuscript narrative of Philip
Edward Pearson, who is credited with having written the one
in Mills Statistics. Mr. Pearson did not have access to a number

of records that have in recent years been made available, he
consequently made a number of crrors.
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“There is an account of “IThe Agricultural Convention® ‘com-
posed of delegates from the ngricultural societies of South Caro-
lina’ at Monticello, Fairfield County, July 5 and 6, 1843. There
the planters discussed curtailing of cotton crop and the increase
of provision supply, bread stuffs and stock of all kinds. There
were complaints about fle selling of cotton, and its weighing.”

April 28, 1869, what was probably a reorganization, after the
Confederate War, in the Fairficld Herald is an account of a meet-
ing of the Fairfield Agricultural Society, at which the officers
elected were: George H. McMaster, president; Thomas W. Wood-
ward, vice-president; J. S. Stewart, secretary ; and S. B. Clowney,
treasurer. The delegates ele ted to the (State) agricultural con-
vention were: II. L. Elliott, 'I. W. Woodward, W. D. Alilken,
N. C. Robertson, R. E. Ellison, Jr., Dr. Thomas MecKinstry,
G. B. McCants, and S. B. Clowney.

The next year, 1370, the officers were: 11, C. Davis, president;
Thomas W. Woodward, vice-president; Thomas W. McKinstry,
vice-president; S. B. Clowney, freasurer, W. . Aiken, secretary;
aud IT. A, Gaillard, corresponding secretar:

September 8, 1869, John Simouton sold to J. H. Catheart two
bales of cotton at 32 cents a pour !, and on September 15 Thomas
Sessions at Ridgeway sold to R. S. DesPortes one bale at 30
eents a pound.

In October, 1869, Dr. Joseph LeConte, in Columbia, is adver-
tising officer to sell cotion seed cake as a fertilizer.

In the same issuc of the paper Gen. Jo. . Alexander is adver-
tising to buy cotton seed within 100 miles of Columbia for the
Columbia Oil Company, giving 33 pounds of oil cake for 100
pounds of cotton seed, the company to pay freight on seed and
the purchaser, on cake. The directors of the company were:
A. B. Sorings, Iort Mill; James Tagan, Chester; Gen. John
Bratton, Winnsboro; Gen. Johnson ITagood, Barnwell; Col.
Wm. Wallace, and Col. John C. Ilaskell, Columbia.

The earliest historical sketch of Fairfield County is that found
in Mills Statistics of 1826, which is published in the appendix.
Also in the appendix is the manuscript wvarrative of Philip
Edward Pearson, who is credited with having written the one
in Mills Statistics. Mr. Pearson did not have access to a number
of records that have in recent years been made available, he
consequently made a number of crrors.




BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN BRATTON

excerpts from CONFEDERATE MILITARY HISTORY - SOUTH CAROLINA

by BrigadierGeneral Ellison Capers

BrigadierGeneral John Bratton was born at Winnsboro, S. C., March 7,1831,
the son of Dr. William Bratton by his second wife, Isabella Means, He is a
descendant of Col. William Bratton, of Virginia, who removed to York
county, S. C., and was a conspicuous figure in the war of the revolution.
John Bratton was graduated at the South Carolina college in 1850, and a
few years later embarked in the practice of medicine at his native town,
having completed a professional cour<e at the Charleston college. In

1861 he enlisted in the first call for ten regiments of troops, as a
private, and being promoted captain, served in that capacity during the
bombardment of Fort Sumter, and until the State troops were called upon
to enlist in the Confederate service. His company declining to respond,

he again enlisted as a private, and with twenty-three men of his old
command helped to fill up a company for the Sixth regiment. This was

soon ordered to Virginia, where he went as second lieutenant of Company C.
Fxcept for the engagement at Dranesville, the year for which the regiment
enlisted was uneventful, but toward the close he attracted the favorable
attention of General Johnston by advocating the enlistment of his regiment
as a whole for the war, and though this proposgition failed, he was enabled
to re-enlist the first company of one year's men of Johnston's army. It
followed that a battalion of six companies of the Sixth was re-enlisted,
and he was soon elected to the command, and promoted colonel when the
regiment was filled up. He commanded hig regiment with gallantry in
Jenkins' brigade, Longstreet's corps, at Williamsburg, Seven Pines, the
Seven Day's battles, and the succeeding campaigns of the army of Northern
Virginia, and in the Chickamauga and Knoxville campaigns, where he was in
command of the brigade while Jenkins had charge of Hood's division. After
the death of Jenkins at the battle of the Wilderness, he was at once pro-
moted brigadier-general on the urgent request of General Lee, and he con-
I tinued to lead this famous brigade to the end. At Appomattox, so well had

his gallant men held together, he had the largest brigade in the army, a
little over 1,500 men, and in fact it was larger than some of the divisions.
His brigade alone made an orderly march to Danville and secured railroad

. transportation for a part of their homeward journey. When General Bratton
reached home he gave his attention to planting, and in 1866 was elected

to the legislature. In 1876 he was the chairman of the South Carolina

delegation to the national Democratic convention, in 1880 was chairman of

the State committee of his party, and in 1881 was elected comptroller of

the State to fill an unexpired term. Ille was a stalwart lieutenant of Gen.

Wade Hampton in the famous campaign of 1876, was elected to Congress in

. 1884, and was his party's candidate for governor in 1890. Having been for
many years identified with the agricultural interests of the State, he was
selected as the one man likely to unify his party. With the single purpose

I of mitigating the evils attending division amoung whites, he sacrificed

himself on the shrine of duty, as he saw it, and though defeated, again
won the admiration of all classes. Until his death at Winnsboro, January
12,1898, he held firmly the unalloyed love and respect of the people.



PREFACE

The original letters written by Brigadier-General John Bratton to his
wife Elizabeth Porcher DuBose Bratton during the Civil War were all
destroyed with the exception of one. This one, written on a torn sheet
of stationery and dated April 30th, 1861 is reproduced here. The note at
the end of the letter was written by General Bratton's son, The Right
Reverend Theodore DuBose Bratton,D.D.,Jackson,Miss.,and reads as follows:

" I had a complete file of Father's letters to Mother during
the entire period of the war, =xcept for this one, all were
burned in a fire which destroyed our Jackson home "Battle Hill"
in January 1919 while I was still in France with the Army. "

Fortunately, copies of the letters were made prior to the fire. Correspond-
ence between Bishop Bratton and Dr. deRoulhac Hamilton, Director of the
Southern Historical Collection at UNC-Chapel Hill, explains how copies of
the originals survived. This correspondence is reproduced in the back of
this book. It reveals that a cousin, Pat Noble, who visited Jackson in 1916
from San Francisco insisted on having a typewritten copy made for his own
use. After the fire he sent Bishop Bratton a copy. At Dr. Hamilton's
request this copy was lent to the Southern Historical Collection in 1940.
There were notes by Bishop Bratton in his own hand in the margins and these
notes were reduced to type in the Southern Historical Collection copy.

In 1942 the Southern Historical Collection returned the original copy to
Bishop Bratton plus three extra copies which they had made. These copies
were passed on to some of Bishop Bratton's children-

William DuBose Bratton 1889 - 1938
John Bratton 1892 - 1971
Randolph Bratton 1895 - 1937
Marion Randolph Bratton Brister 1899 - 1961
Mary Means Bratton Conner 1901 -

Isabel Bratton Bridges 1903 - 1954

My father, John Bratton, received one of the extra copies which is the
one reproduced here. The hand written notes in the margin were made by
his father, as noted on the introduction page.

As a matter of interest a short history of General Bratton is included
here. It is taken from pages in Confederate Military History-South

Carolina by Brigadier-General Ellison Capers which were sent to me by

Mary Means Bratton Conner.

General Bratton was buried in St. John's Cemetary in Winnsboro, South
Carolina, beside his wife Elizabeth Porcher DuBose Bratton who died in
June 1875. Also buried in this plot are their sons William DuBose Bratton,
MeD.,Surgeon-U.Se Marine Corps, born 1860, died 1897 and seven infant sons-

John 1861
Edward Noble 1863
Frank Gaillard 1864
Beverly Means 1865
McNeely DuBose 1865
Means 1867
Richard Nott 1869

John Bratton,Jr.
Raleigh, N. C.
December 1982



23 September 1966

" Charles &E. Thomas
200 Fairview #“venue avo Faiview Ave.
Alta Vista Alta Vista
Greenville,S.C, 29601 Greanville, S. C.

Miss Alice A.B.Walker
Winnsboro,S.C,

Dear Miss Walker;

In response to your request of Sunday after-
noon,l have gotten some biographical facts on General John
Bratton,1831-1898,physician,soldier and planter, sometimes
referred to as "0ld Keliable", and as "Fairfieldhg\countyhdf
Foremost “onfederate Spldier",

I enclose a photostat of General Bratton's biography in "The
Dictionary of American Biography",Volume 1,

The following is from "Who Was Who In America",1607-1896:
BRATTON,JOHN,physician, state legislator;born,Winnsboro,S.C.,
March 7,1831;s0n of Yp,William Bratton,Jr.,and Lsabella(Means)
Bratton,graduate South Carolina College,1850;M.D.,South Caro-
lina Medical College,1853;married Elizabeth DuBose,1859, Prac-
ticed medicine,Fairfield County,S.C,until GnrfaiaraksCivil War;
served with 6th Regiment South Carolina Volunteers during Civil
War,promoted captain,1861,colonel,1862,brigadier general,186l,
known as "0ld Reliable", Member South Carolina Constitutional Con-
vention,1865,South Carolina Senate,1865-66,South Carolina House
of Hepresentatives,1884-85, Died,Winnsboro,January 12,1898,"

From "Biographical Directory of lhe ®gnate of South Carolina,l776-
1964" compiled by Emily SBellinger Reynolds and Joan feynolds Faunt;
BRATTON,John(Grandson of William Bratton,see below!,Senator from
Yairfield District, Born March 7,1831,at Winnsboro,son of William -
Bratton and Isabella I.Means.Attended Mount Zion Lnstitute;graduated
S.C.College,A.B,,1850;M.D. ,Med.Col.0f S.C,,1853;studied medicime at

New Orleans. Planter and physician at Winnsboro,1853-61,Married #1iz-
beth Porcher DuBose in 1859.Enlisted as private in Confederate Army;
promoted to lieut.col.,6th S.C.Volunteers;colonel,1862;brigadier gen-
eral,June 27,186l ;several times cited for gallantry;twice wounded;

taken prisoner at Seven Pines May 31,1862,and held in Fortress Mon-

roe for several months;his brigade the only one which left the field

as an organized unit in the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox,
After the war,resumed planting at "Farmington" near Winnsboro.Con-
stitutional Convention of 1865,S5.C.Sgnate,Fairfield,1865~-67.Taxpayers'
Convention of 1871,Chairman of S.C.delegation to National Democratic
Convention,1876;delegate 1880;chairman of the State Democratic party,
1880.Eleceted Comptroller General by General #ssembly December 22,
1880,vice J.C.Coit,resigned;commissioned January 5,1881,served until
1882.Elected to 48th Con%ress,serving from December 8,188l to March
3,1885.Trustee of South Carolina College,1886-90,Survivors Association
of S8.C.V.6th Regiment;president. Member Episcopal Church.Died at Winns—

/

-/
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boro,January 12,1898,buried in Episcopal Cemetery,Winnsboro,"

BRATTON,William(Grandfather of John Bratton,above),Senator from
York District. Born in 1742 in Irelandjcame with parents first to
Pennsylvania,then to York,S.C., Married Martha Robinson of Rowan
County,N.C.During Revolutionary War,colonel under General ‘homas
Sumter;served in militia in York formed to stop advance of British
after fall of Charles Town in 1780.Tax collector,New Acquisition,
1778-8L .Cormissioner for building court house and gaol,Pinckney
District,1791.0ne of first county court judges.Justice of the
peace.S.C.House of Hepresentatives,New Acquisition District,178l-
90.5.C.Senate,York,1790-9l s resigned on election ags sheriff December
19,1794, serving four years.Trustee of Alexandria “ollege in Yinck-
ney District,1797.Member of Bethesda Presbyterian Church,McConnell’ s,
Died February 9,1815;buried in Bethesda Cemetery,York District."

"Lee's Lieutenants" by Douglas Southall Freeman,3 volumes,has numer-
ous references to General John Bratton., Among them,I quote the follow-
ing; Volume III,page 549-60; Referring to another promotion to brigadi~
er general ".,,...He now had been exchanged and had not been too griev-
ously shaken by his imprisomment to resume field duty,Accordingly,he
was promoted to lead the troops with whom his record had been high....
(contiinuing) coeo0.Promotion of the same sort went to Col.John Bratton
of the Sixth South Carolina, This young physician,now 33,had been rec-
ommended by "Dick" Anderson as early as the end of May 1862 for com-
mission as Brigadier General,but he had served in Micah Jenkins's
Brigade where promotion was slow.Now he had the Brigadigstill strong
in numbers and indomitable in spiritecoe."

Dr.Freeman also lists,page 766,General John Bratton among "The final
roll of honor(at Appomattox)showed the following infantry officers
of that rank present for surrender and parole....John Brattoneoeoo"

In October 1869,General Bratton was 1listed as a director of the
Columbia O0il Company.(McMaster‘s "History of fairfield County".)
McMaster refers to "The patriarcal form of Dr.Bratton might be seen
soocooand perhaps few small kmwrx vbllages could show a more striking
group of men,...."This appears to refer to Dr.William Bratton,dJr.,
father of Yeneral John Bratton and son of Senator William Bratton of
York District,above.McMaster,page 99,

Page 101,McMaster refers to "Dr.Bratton's house"...among"many good
houses were built.cooceoo”

Mr,W.0.Bgice in his "Character Sketches of Winnsboro,page 108 ff.in
McMastep's "History of Faifirfield" refers to General Bratton and
others from in the country" who used to meet at McMaster,Brice &
Ketchin's store.

iss Katahrine Theus Obear's "Through the Years in 014 Winnsboro"
s numerous “ratton referencesfamong which I suggest; page 32,

'T am sure we saw the Aurora Borealis in 1860;for Father, Mother

and Fin were at Roseland., Miss Betty DuBose was married that night

to Dr.John Bratton,"Miss Kate says. She also refers to Bratton's

Woods beyond Dr.William Bratton's home,page 16-17,
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I am of the impression though sofar have not been able to
verify the fact that General John Bratton's Mother,the former
Isabella Means,who married Dr.Williem Bratton,Jdr,,was the
daughter of Governor John Hugh "eans.

I cannot give you the names of the children of General John
Bratton and his wife,Elizabeth Porcher(DuBose)Bratton. The

olny one of their children on whom I have any facts is Theo-~

dore DuBose Bratton,born at Roseland Plantation,November 11,1862,
and moved with his family,when three years 0ld, to Farmington
Plantation. Educated at Sewanee,and became Episcopal Bishop of
Mississippi,1903-1938.Died in Jackson,Miss,,June 26,194l ,

I am writing one of his descendants,and will attmept to get
names and dates on other children of Genersl Brat ton,

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

Charles E.T,omas
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GENERAL JOHN BRAT-
TON
By Bill Taylor

“A Knight there was,
and that a worthy man,

That from the tyme
that he first began

To riden out, he Joved
chivalrye,

Trouthe and honor,
freedom and courtesy.”

- Geoffrey Chaucer

General John Bratton
was descended from a
family that has been
identified with the
development of South
Carolina since its recep-
tion into the Union. His
Grandfather, William
Bratton, came to this
state from Virginia. As a
Colonel, William Bratton
fought in the war for
American independence
under Sumter. His son,
William, was among the
first pupils and graduates
of Mount Zion College of
Winnsboro and later
received a  thorough
medical training under
the tutelege of Dr. Rush,
a celebrated Philadelphia
physician, and practiced
medicine and surgery in
Winnsboro. After being
married to a daughter of
General Richard Winn,
who died, he married
Isabella Means and from
this union John Bratton

‘Corner

&/78

declined to respond to
the call for state troops
to enlist in the Con-
federate service so Brat-
ton again enlisted as a
private and along with
twenty-three men of his
old company helped to
fill a company in the
Sixth Regiment that was
ordered to Virginia.By
this time he had been
selected to be a Junior
Second Lieutenant.

John Bratton's con-
duct, with his adherance
to discipline, attracted
the attention of and com-
manded the confidence
of the entire regiment
and earned for him the
nick name, ‘‘Strict
Lieutenant.” After the

patterri of that time he®

was soon elected Colonel
of a regiment.

On the battlefield of
the Wilderness he was
made Brigadier-General
which promotion was
urgently confirmed by
General Robert E.
Throughout the war he

was known as Old
Reliable.”
Bratton returned to

private life in Fairfield
County where he was
elected to the State
Senate. He later became
Comptroller of the State

of South Carolina and
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repeat of our very
popular coin show of last
year plus requests for a
stamp show that we
thought that the best
thing to do was to make a
combination show and
that is what is coming up
on the fourth Sunday of
this month, September
24th, 2to 4 p.m.

Jack Meyer, our
Historical Society
Program Director, is
coordinating this one
himself so you can be
assured of a wonderful
exhibit. This is an op-
portunity for you to
bring your collection in

.

N

be
evaluated
some “trades” with other

to seen, perhaps

and maybe

collectors. Telephone
Jack and let him know
that you are going to
share your collection
with others. His
telephone number is 635-
5335. Jack Meyer is a
very knowledgeable col-
lector himself and ecan
quite possibly help you in
the evaluation of some of
your items.

SEE YOU AT THE
MUSEUM
WHERE THE PAST
AWAITS YOUR
PRESENCE!




SHERMAN AT ROCKY"?MOUNT..Z.;

Some of the lncxdents in Sherman s Campalgnﬁas

He Paesed Out of

N

Mr. Editor' You ask me to write’

gomething for your "Memorfal issue.
Bome years ago I wrote for the Her-
£jd “Sherman’s Stay at-Rocky Mount.”
The former article is lost, and I have
ooncluded 19 reproduce a-'duplicate
ot that aocounlt ay My guota for the
ngg,grlal numbers . i
. ﬁ‘he evening of' the .9,2nd ot irépm-]
Aty 1865, & vanguard of Sherm atg!
'ﬁrﬂi? £685 down' to Rooky Mount For=!
1y, ‘presumably to look: -out-for 8’
£rossing of Catawba river. A number'
'-of gentlemen, including Dr, Irn ﬂ..
Scott, John A. Duncan..--”,c;@rt H.:

‘T“,‘I"I;'df Fairfield District, and Drs.
‘Tom and Robert MeDow, of Kershaw,
‘were In ‘camp on the’ Lancaster side
of the river trying to save thefr stock
from the Yankees. We were encamps
-ed just on the side opposite the powed
house, built at the mouth of Rocky | |
Creels. W3 had ah-excellent position
trom n high hiil t3 obsetve an enemy
coming fioti the dlraction of Winns-
boro. ~ Just before nightfall huridreds

-of troops marched over, ocoupying the “Eha-

hills for miles westward, and struck
camp. "It was evident the army would
cross at the terry and Drs. ‘McDow,
Scott, and Mr, Ford proposed a retreat
toward the town of Lancaster, ané& left ;
Duncan, Peay and two negroes and
myself to dodge the Yankees the best
weo could.

"After. these men. left us we wole
naturally lonesome " and turned ‘our
thoughts w the best’ -routo to hide. our-.
gelves. ‘Wp . elept’ ’that ‘night . ‘on 8,
‘higher .hill just about one-half ot ‘A
aile mp the river and saw the army go
into’ camp, and for miles westward’
‘every hill was dotted with camp fires
‘which shown 'like =stars, and their
.bands_and drums made music that
doubtless inspired: them with! their’
trembling” and : evil forebodings.: : At
prowéss and snperiorlty. and: ug_with,

- (Written for The News and Herald.) -

Fairfneld County. S

Pickett's Ialand -and . a,tter reaching
Foot's cave felt prétty safe.
a horae thief, who occiipied this cave
years, before, was hung by a mob).
Rain began to fall in’ great torrents,
exaggerating our <distress, for our
"hiding placo was on the bank of the
river and was belng encroached upon
by the swollemr stream. The high wa- |
ter broke Sherman’s pontoon bnldge;
Just -below us and this’ ‘added to our

| distress for. it .kept Bher.mans army

from getting - away. His" :torces were
divided into two divisions on the op-
posite sides of the river for several
days, and it is sald he.and his men
were not able to conceal their fears
of an attack on their divided forces.
It is certain they prepared with vl'g-
orous and hasty prosecutlon the eret-
tion of breast works' and*the planting
#f cannon on the eastern hills of thé
fwgf From the'- island’ above we
Veps p.bto t6 walal thelr- moveihents
and finglly saw somé skirmishing be-
tweel Federals and Rebelg just after
Tnain wmy had crossed the river.
on the identical ground on which the
battle of Rocky -Momny-:.nad~noon ]
fought neatly .a -century before, e
could ses-with our fleld glass,. and
vory distinectly, ‘the . movements . ot

W.heeler‘l and Builer's men ag they ]

made a° “flink mgvement ‘along ‘the
northern slope of the ‘hills down the
bank of Rocky Creek. "It was'a grea!
pity we did not ‘have a larger’ force
when so much adva.ntage from their
fears ‘and hedgedi in position’ could |
haveé been had. While on. the island,
Crusold,. we-depended on thé raging
Catawba for our safety from Shor-
‘man’s men. They, were on.either side
‘of us, but were unable to get into the
island, ‘and on one oceasion’ we_ were
thoroughly disconcerted by a number
of whistling bullets discharged at ys.
The bullets, I thought, were mighty

daylighit next, momdng. " éherman’s
mdsdreants ‘could. bé seeil’ just across’
the tiver dt Dr. Scott's quarter, burn-
ln.g‘ the gin house and cotton, chasing
the chickens and hogs, impressing me,
2 boy of 13 years of age, with awe and

‘“war .18 .hell.”
That nlght the ‘Yankees began put-

t.l'ng -down their pontoon bridge, and
.tgigfmwimmemm
movément§ .precipitated our ‘rétreat
furthery up the river until exgg}ng,
Syhien :vlmm “by swarms
of the enemy, and finding a bateau !
we soon- had the lock "broken .and
“sought security by crossing over fo

‘close, but my old uncle who was a’

. soldier, John Peay (Whistler) said

they were high above, so I guess the
Whlstling nean by was a delusion.

. For: ‘three deys we were without
tood-—-had eaten our. remnant; of flour
and -ham,’ ang although the ‘Yankees’
‘still were on our home’ side. we at-.
tempted to cross the ‘high: water,\ and
while drifting down to the: point -of
the island very cauh!oualy, holding
and catching to the overhanglng trees
along the bank, a limb I was holding
broke with a snap, and this gave our
boat a rapld turn, which capsized the
bateau and we were thrown into the

river but ‘saved ourselves by swim-
ming; with the exception of losing
my hat, we retumed to. the ca.ve tor
another "night. - o v
We managed to catch the(‘,boaf 2
1ittle, distance down Al "stream. by.d
Jo sffext * évening’wwd”
made a more cceasml attempt: "to
reach the other shore and after reach-.
ing Pickett's. quarter, . hungry.. a.nd tlr-
ed,. we - begged for souieth!ng to* eat.
and ‘Unéle Shuon Piokett, an old ‘ne-

(Foot, |

gro. who, had’ received & sevore bay-
onet’ wound by one of. Sherman's men,

‘and who afterward died from the ef-

fects of the wound, gave us. a tray:
of canned peas which was seized
with activity, and afier enjoying the
glorfous repast we moved on .and
spent .the night with Mrs, M. E. Gay-
den, who was greatly deranged, in-
duced by fright of thi, Federals. The
poor ladys hands. and. ﬁ’rms were se-
verely cut by being thrﬁst throtigh the
windowpanes. - She was bétter!, hext:
morning and we hurried-6n home; All
along ‘the way we ,wltnessod- ashes
and -silent lone chimneys. of defence-
less homes. ' Qur fears. were greatly
relieved when we reached our home
to finé our house had not met the
game fate. . -Home folks-were glad, of
tourse, to greet us and.full of start-
ling things to relate aboyt Sherman’s
army, which I shall nmv proceed to
tell.

Mr. F. B. Lumpkin, an old veteran
'of former. years, had been hung by
the Yankee troops until’ nearly dead,
for his money and.gold.and silver
plates. After hanging him ‘until near-
1y~ ﬂead (Mr. Lmnpkim waa‘ a large
many weighed 300 pounds) they let
him “dbwn for breath; o.nd when he
Ipléaded. he had. never owned a watch
even, “they. ‘assured :him' they, “frould
coimpletd this Job. of panging, for they
said any man whe “had lived 86.Iong
“without ownmg 8 waich ousht'ﬁo Abe
hanged, - :

Ni‘.«-‘ﬁmpkln about thlsftlmo was,
lnduced to make a Masonic “slzn of
Jstress ‘apd was. rescusd: by, onETSl
‘the Hisa prasent. Dit; Wm uloud‘“ :
old wealthy ‘gentleman, ‘mot T4y Aivay,
was also. ‘maltreated. in ‘thi "oa.m

e
and for the same’ purpose.
Dr. Scott, my fatho¥, Was:x
one leg belng ahm‘ter than’-ﬁie other:
A few nights MG feaving’ pa he”ad=
vised his triendd::to: lean’,hlm aml
save \delr stock, that the . wWould be
better. able to ‘keep out ot {the;way-of
the Yankees without  him. ner his
friends left he concluded. rather than
hazard a capture from- the: enemy he
would ‘make an effort to escape. 2nd
walked all night in an eﬂort to got.
iaway. He was very mxuch disappoint-
ed at daylight mext morning to find
he was only & short distance’ from
where he began his retreat He often
explained as the reason he«didn‘t get
away, his short leg kept’him -making
circles. He went to a “Yarm house
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These Have Crossed Over the River.

General John Bratton, . .

b
The Bratton family came prob- but he declined to run, giving as | 1844.

ably from near Belfast, county
‘Autrim, Ireland, during the days
of Cromwell and the Stuarts:
| Three brothers settled in York,
|Pa., and about 1750 William
iBratton moved to York county,
(3. C., where hé obtained a grant
[nf land from the ecrowr and a
{commission as sheriff of old
'Pinckney District. William Brat-
iton married Martha Robertson
iin the Yodkin Distriet of N. C.
iShe was of 1rish parentage and
iwas born on shipboard as ‘her
Iparents were in passage to the
icolonies. Willian Bratton be-
came a colonel under Gen. Sump-
ter in the Revolutionary War.
His eldest son and William Brat-
ton moved to Winnsboro about
the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury. His second wife, Miss
Isabella Means Judge .(nee
Means) was the mother of Gen.
John Bratton who was born
March 7, 1831. His early edu-
cation was obtained at old Mt
Zion college under the celebrated
Mr. Hudson. Hence he entered
the South Carolina college, . and.
|later graduated in medicine at
the Charleston Medical college
and took a short graduate course
in New Orleans. He practised
a short time, but was more in-
terested in his planting interests |
which flnally occupied all his
time. He married Elizabeth!
DuBose in Sept., 1859. He . en-
tered the Civil War and served
with distinction, rising from the
ranks to the command of a Bri-
gade. His war record is matter
of History and is one of which
hig State and County are justly
proud. Ly

his family to his plantation on
Wateree Creek. He was proba-
bly the first importer of blooded

war, and gave an impetus, to
these industries which greatly,
benefited his people. He was
foremost in the introduction of

improved agricultural . imple-
'ments. Although living a -re-
tired life, he has been identified
with every movement, since the

After the war he retired with .

stock into the State after thel||

his reason that he advocated

Gen. Hampton. In all questions

of general interest to the State

his influence was felt. He was

especially interested in the edu-

cational system of the State and

his pen wielded in behalf of
large and liberal ideals of State
education. Though never seek-
ing office, he was chairman of
the State committee of 1880

which finally and forever com-
pleted the rescue of the State
Government from Radiecal koads
He was Comptroller General and
served a session in the United
States Congress. ‘‘His courage
and energy have been displayed
in the service of his state upon
many a battlefield; his .sagacity,
wisdom and tact in her councils
of state; his constancy, fortitude
and indomitable heroisn of spirit
in her day of ruin and prostra-|
tion; his unselfish devotion in:
day of her civil shame.”” He

died in January, 1898, respect-

ed by his foes (if he: had- any)

and revered by his friends.

- JAMES P,;MACFIE :
| " Capt. Macfie:died April 3, 1890
in his Ei__()_th_year."' "He graduated

war and until-1890, for the resto-
ration of constitutional govern-
ment, and for the welfare:of his'
‘State, made during that period.;
He was :prominent jn 'the, taks
payers.-‘movement, the .fore:
yrier of . $he Demccratichrantt
anized; the ..demaocracye: ,in%
rfiélds’ He#'\was % nominated:
for guberatorial honors"in - 1876

from S. C. College in 1850. He

was true to his men and  would '

got desert them for higher of-
ces. :

!.
i
|

.contract with Evans & Cogswell

.JAMES ORR BOAG.

'Bnrn\ in Paisley, - Scotland
Came from Glasgon,

’

Scotland, with twenty other
friends and comrades under a

for the Confederate Government
as a Lithceradher in the treas-
ury department to make money
for the Confederacy in 1862.
After a voyage of six-weeks in
the fast and light Steamship
Giraffe manned with field pieces
(which the men were drilled|
daily to use if necessary) loaded
with guns, printing presses and
other material and supplies for
the Confederate Government.
After  many experiences,
difficulties and unsuccessful at-
tempts at entering harbor of
Charleston, S. C. made for
Wilmington N. C. where the
steamers ran a ground at night
hard and fast on the beach for'
about 13 hours. In the mean-
time shots from Yankee gun-

boats had struck and injured
bow and ‘wash of vessel, but
being protected by batteries on
shore, landed safely in port of
Wilmington, and located in
Columbia S. C. remaning there
until Feb., 1865, when Sher-
man’s march on Capitol lily made
made them vacate with Hamp-
ton’s Brigade and finally lo-
cating (after several moves,
‘to different points) in Anderson, :
S. C., where Stoneman’s Raiders
| destroyed presses and material,
'carrying confederate money on
bayonets and men held as
prisoners for a time but soon
.released, and 'disbanded about
'the time of Lee’s surrender in'
\Virginia, and is now as far as
he knows the last.suryiving
member of the twenty men who
came to this county with him in

1Qr0
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Fairfeli's Moet Distinguished Cit-
gen Passes ‘Away Suddenly.

1838

FAIRFIED HOURNS TEE LSS

i

A Drief Sketch of His Career--Rose from
Private to Drigadier General--Clvio
Dutles Discharged with the Faith-
fulness of the Truo Soldler

that He Was. {

Gepdral John Bratton, Fairfiold’s’
most distinguishe ! Confedernio sol-'
dier and. citizen, passed poacefully
away at 9.30 on Wadnesday evening
s became ill on Saturday evonirg,
with what his friends thought was
merely an acute attack of indigestion,
but upon the arrival of bis physician,
ft was found that his heart was sori-
ously affested. General Bratton ral-

‘lied in a few hours, and his friends

boped that he would bs epared for:
many more years. The symptoms;
were snch that the droadfal nows of|
his death might be snnounced at avy |
time, though this was koown to ouly|
s few. Oo Wednesday evenlng s0v-
oral of his fricods ealled to soe hiw,!
and fonnd Lim in good spirits. He'
conversed with thew, withowt any
signe of pain, telling them, war inci-
d-nis and war joker, a theme so near
and deax to his hea.t. After his ¢com-
pany had left, while talking to bis son,
Rev. T. D. Brattov, in the milsl of
couversation ho placed his hand over
his beart avd eaid: **I fecl that pain
agnin, wy 300,” aud becawme uncon-
ssious. Daring bis uuvconcionancts,
he was on the Lattlefizld, commanding
his old soldiers, finally imagining Lirw-
self wounded, and calliug for ko sup-
port of friends. When told bis friends
wors with bim, he sccmed to goin a
moment’s oonscfousness to say : My,
son, I'am dying.” -
The end had cowe, and thoro has
beon grief aud sorrow o ong us;
o m
b s :ways manifested a tonder affection, |
sorrow amoug the yonng men lo whora
he way an iunspiration of noble and
high things and to whom tbey could
applr for counsels of wisdom, sorrow;
among the old vetorans who bad found
him a faithfal and trusted lesder in
afialrs of State as ‘well as on Lhe
battlefiold, sorrow amoug the women
booause they found a tenderncss and
symopathy in him cqual to a woman’s,
sorrow among the colored people to

wOOUL DU Hat LCED B KNU slhd leune:
mazsier and true friend —sorrow amoug
all, besausc we all loved him, and he
foved his people as much as they loved
bim.

The touching aud beaatiful tribate
pald to the memory of this cwinent
citizen at the fuperal services on
Friday at 10 o’élock can not be told fn
worde. The ceremony and incidents
of the occasion are wri‘ten only on the
heart.

Camp Raincs, U, C, V. attended In
s body, ssdid Camp Bratton, =ons of
Oonfederste] Vetcrana. llow appro-
priate it waz! The active pall bearers
wers Toos. W. Ralnes, Thos. W.
Traylor, John B. Montgomery, R. E.
Eliizon, Mascar Raines, #. B. Gilbert,
with D. H. Robertson, carrying the
old 6th regimcut flag, in froot of
the wasket, all members of Gih regi-
ment, \Geu. Bratton’s old cowmaod.
The honorary pall bearers werc Maj.
T. W. Brice, Maj. T. W. Waoodward,
¥. Gerig, Geso. H. McMaster, Hon.
T. S. Brice, Thos. W, Lauderdale,
W. H Flenaiken, J. G. McCants,
W. G. Jordan, Dr. C. 3. |Pixley, some
of them too membera of the Gth regi-
ment. Prot. R. Mecans Davis and
Capt. Isaac H. Mesns, librarian, at-
tended as & committee from the Soutb
<arolina College.

When tbe casket was borne fnlo the
cburch, Bt. John’s Episcopal, the old
fiag was laid on the casket, Bishop
Copera, himsslf a Confoderate General
end lifelong filend, coudnoted tbe
sorvices. His eyes bccatno moist at
the sight in front of him, and after
reading tho usual services be referred
to the flag sud the sight belore him.
1*Ont ot the fullnese of the heart, the
mouth vpoaketh,” ho begav, and spoke
briefly, with teoderness and pathoes
of the scene, and impressively of the
superb oxample and character illus.
trated ia the life of John Dratton. The
church trembled with emotion, and
few 4y eyes were (0 be seen.

The body was lald to rest in the
Episcopal cemetery, all the etores
baving been closed aud the old town

‘bell and all the church bells tolllng to

add expression lo a people’s sorrow.
(eneral John Bration was born in

Fairfleld County on 7th March. 1831,

belog the youugest cbild of Dr, Wil-

liam Braiton aopd bis wifs Jsabella
Meaun, k18 the grandson of Wil

lizin Baatton, of York, and Martha:

Bretton, of revolutiouary memory,

his tatLer belag oue of the leading g

physiclans of bis day, 1Io attended
MU, Zion Academy for n number of
yonrs and theneo he entered the Scuth
varolina Cotlege, graduating in & class
that farnisbed asre oitho wost prouii-
pent nen in the State, tho class of 1850.
Alter graduation be atteuded medical
1cetures in Charlestou and New Or-
jeauz wnd recoived his diploma  lle

ot bty TR G Dl e 0 e ekt
ting  Io 1803 no marvied Miss Klizabeth
DuBose, dnoghter of Thiodore S |
DuBosv by whown be had tou children,
of whom {wo srarvive at present.  Iis
wile died »n 1574

At tho Bre: ularm uf war two com-
panics were formed in Winnsbors,
one of which, the Fxivileid encibies,
was commanded by tol. Jawes H.
Rion, Gen. Bration being first Lieu.
tenant, 'These corpaniea cotered the!
6th regiment, Col. Rlou wa3 made;
Col. and Lieutenant Bratton became
Cuptain, Ou the tith ot April, 1861,
the regiment was ordered o Charles-
;ton aund whsessed frora the mainland
:the Lombardament of Sumter It was,
; then stationed fur a while on the coust. |
" When the Stato troops were called to!
“volunteer in the Confederate army for:
* Virgiois, tbe Fencibies did uut vuisa-:
‘teer ns a company acd Capiain Brat-,
ton cutered the Buckhead Guards in’
the rame regiccent us a private. Bame
time after, n vacaucy occuiring, hol
wus elecwed Lhird Jicubanane wud sery-d:
.in this capacity until the reorganiza-
tion 1o April; 1862. At this timo a
' battallon was formed; and Lientgnant
‘Bratton was clected from a third lien-
"tgnant to the command as Lientenant
Colonol, in recognition of his worth.
A fow days afier, by the addition of
other companies, the battalion sgaiu
became tho sixtb regiment with Brat-
ton as Colonel, attactcu to Jenkiug’
brigade. lle commanded the regi-
ment in the Pe sinsular cawpaign and
his comspicuous coolness in his first
fight at Williamsburg won the confi-
dence and attachu:zht of hLis men—a
coufidence tbat waa continued through
the war. At saven Pines, oo the 31st
of May, ho wae desperately wounded
in the left «1m aud leg, aiter his regi-
meot bad broken through foar lines of
tho enemy and wers jn rosr of that
poriion of tho Federal army etationed
at Fair Oaks, flers ke fell into the
haods of the enewmy and lay at deatbs
door for weeks at Fortress Monvoe,
his friends monrning hitn as desd.
Lo rcooguition of his splendid courage
ha rcceived special attention from the
Federsl Gereral Pail Kerney. Just
after the Maryland campaign i 1862
be was exchanged andt reanmed com-
mand of his regiment, fighting ot
Fredricksburg and other places. As
Senior Colonel he was frequeatly in
commaud of the brigade, composed of
tha 1st regiment, Cot. James Hagood,
~5th regiment, Gih Sharp Shooters and
. 20d Regiment Rifls. During part of
i this time Hampton Leglon, Col. Gary,
! was aitached to tho brigade, afterwards
| belng {ransferred to the cavalry. The
! brigado was in East Tennessae with
i Longstreot, retarning to join Leo on
April, 1864.

Geucral Longsireet, in  his book

“#From Manassas to Appomatox.” do-
| acribing the attack on .Hockor's rear-
i goard, says: ' )

«Ag goon as Colonel DBratton on-
aged, the alarm epread, tho oncmy
bastened to tho relief of his rear, en.
countcr.d the Lroops posted  to receive
them, and made wwifr, severe battle
Genera! Law claimed that ho drove off
thelr fight, and, undec (ho impression
that Colonel Bratton had flushed bis
work and recrossed thn bridgs with.
drew hie commadd, leaving Coloncl
Bratton at the tide of his engagemen:.
Coiong! Jonking and Colonel Brattou




wero left 1o their own cool aud gatisnt
skill {o extricate tho brigado from the
ra  accumulating
against them, and, with the assistancs|

swoop of numbers

of brave

Beuning’s Rock brigade, ;pently fit.

olected. Tdr News AND ilkuaLp
speaking of him at that time, July
-25th, 1888, sald:

«Auc his seloction wounld be eroi-
Ho 15 » mon of broad

bronght the command safely over
: . 1 s views and enligbtened stateamanship.
Benning's brigade crossing as Bratton | His patriotism and State love ar:a p'r{:—

reached the bridge

‘Fbe conduot of Bration’s forces was; by no narrow linos.

[lis sympathles
tle haw

verbial.
ever

ono of the cloverest pieces of work of [shown himself Interested in the wel-

tha war, and the skill of it handling

softened the blow thal teok so mauvy o

fare of evory svcti’r, whether it be
vROCE of the 1 16amon{ region,

of our gallant officers and soldiers. the development of tho wmiddle coux-

olone

them woll. o et gallant resistanco,
and {v ono instance bad part of bis
command forced back, but renewed
tho attack, making bhis line stronger,
and forced the euemy into crowed
ranks aud bad him under converglog
circular fire, with fair prospecis when
rcoalled uader orders to hasten to the
bridge. 8o urgent was tho order that
ho left the dead and some of the
wounded on the field.”

On the 6th of May at the Wildernoss
tho gallant Jenkins fell and Col. Drat-
ton was piomoted to the brigadier-
genoralsbip. 1ilo commanded the brig-
ade with signal snccess daring that
terrible campaign and helped to give it
ite fighting reputation. The promotion
was made in pursuanco of a telegram
seut by Gen. Lee himselt to the war
depariment, asking that Col. Bratton
be wmade a brigadier general, Tuis
was on account of his valor aod bril-
liancy ou the fle.d at the Wilderness.

Q. the 7th Outober, 1864, under the
pereonal eupervicion of General I.es,
Brattou’s Brigado formed psrt of the
forco attacking I'ort Harrison, and
here again Gen. Bration was wounded
in the arin. e returned afier a short
far’ougb and participated in the fights
around Richmond and in the retreat Lo
Appomatlox. At the surrobder* this
brigads is claimed to bave beew the
best organiz2d aad fnllest brigado in
the. army. P

Arter the wur Gen, Bratton returned to
Fairfeid and was electcd a member ¢f
the couveution uunder Ferry’s pro
visions! governmcut. Ile was then
elected Scnator under the Ovr regime
and sorved until tha $’ate was recon-
structed. He was a momber of both
Taxpayers’ Conventions, and president
of the Fairfield Tax Unions,

In 1876 he roorganized the Democ-
cracy of Fairfield. He wa3 a delegate
to the May Convention, and was nomi-
nated for Governor, but declined in a
speech advocating the caudidacy of

ampton. At that sawme. convontion

he was elected chairman ot the South;
Carolius dolegation to the Tilden con-
fle was on the State Demn-:

veution
cralic Exocutive Committeo.

fn 1878 he was a~ain on the Stite
Domocratic Executive Comuwittee. In
1880 he wai made chairman-of the
S:ate Exesutive Comuwnittce und dele-
gato at large to the Democratic Na-
tional Conveuntion. In [Irecember,
1880, ho was etected Comptroller Gen-
otal; also chosen with J. D. Pope and
7. Davis on the phosphato commission.
tle has been prominently identitled as
worker iu overy wovemout in the State
since 1860.

Upos the death of Lol. dJuo. H.
Evins, Gen. Bration was nowminated
to fil out the unexpired torm of Mr.
Eving in  Congross.  In- 1838, his
fijeuds thought ho should have beeu

Talon "mzs—mum—ms}m‘:
sition of his regimenotis, and handled

try, or the preservation of the prestine
lmportance of Oharlestou. 111s friends
are fonnd all over the State, and wi.h
each be foels a common pride tn Soatu
Carolina. We nced & Cungiossman of
this breadih of view. Oune who will
feel that in Congress he s reprosenting
no special locality or purely lucai
views, 'Tno situntion demsnds sirong
mon, a1 Wise men. The South mu3t
occupy w prominent position in the
counci.s of the Nativn. And in ow
opinion Generst Bratlou would
onee take rank snd positivn along wilk
tho rirongost repeessutatives of this
soction.  When in Congress belre bo
commended imsoif  geoutly o b
couatituents nud Lo his colleaguer.
tis communding preseuco and dignity,
his suavity, hi3 nuostenialisng in er-
course wirh porsous of all degrees in
lite, wilt attract atteution, And hi#
wislom, sagacity, anld cloar -acqaiin-
rance with fuodamental principles of
government will rctain respect and
givo him jefluenc:. Gencerar DBratlon
is no new udd nnkoows mau in the
Stute  For twenty-soven jears lus
Raws i1t been dink.d owethoall the
atirring movements and irying opuehs
of out history. His war rucord at-
tests Lis skill and bravery His past
uisnagement of tho party give evi-
dence of groat power of organizition.
i3 spoken and written discuasions o
important issues give biw rauk as one
of sue Lo emoast slaic-men.  He waih
have buth the insiinaticn and e
abitity to further th inors s, of lis
Stute, vud of hia pavty.

o 189C, ho waus p: esed by bis b jvad:
to tidio tue race o Governor, and
cava et e Buve,

Aan facmer; o pominent momber
of the Grunge an:l Agricullural 8n-

diety: Hravo a8 g Moiij tondef-hearted
as a woman. Always giviog to the
widow and orphian (especially a Con-
federate widow or orphan). Great
believer iu Calhoun and ibe fanda-
mental principles of the Democrstic
party. Almos Qalxotic in his idea

tbat the soffice shoald scek the man.”.

x10 bound -

y LOYE OF A HOME.
A Markced Tralt in the Character of Gen.
*  Bratton.
Greenoalle Mountaneer.

Gen. Jobn Bratton passed ont of
sisht in a calm and quiet manuer (hat
fitly illustrated his life. Ho waa al-
ways (houghtful, dispassionate and
coliected, never flurried aud worried
even in the most tumullnous hoaors® of
conflict, and always the most unswerv-
ing adherent of duty. We can recall
no instance, amid the* hurling round
of shot and ehall or in the exaitant
moment of a victorious charge, when
he was ot self-poised and did not im-
press others with his coolpess uuder
the most¥exciling surroundings. For
such a leader wen always gave the
hifhm; evidences of respeot and con-
fidence when tha battle raged or danger
was imminent. They tollowed him
{mplicitly bacanse they kuew he was
always collected aud familiar with the
environments ot the situation.

8o, too, in timea of peace Gen. Brat-
ton never stirked a duty that his fel-
low-citizens asked him to perform,
and while he was ready for sorvice bo
was not clamorous {0 be recognized
and rewarded with office. At no time
ia his life did he evince greater un-
solfishneas tbun wbon he made tbe
campaigu for Govercor in the temm-
pestuous days of 1890, ot the instance
of f-lends in whom he trueted, and
with nn hope whatover of tuscess.
tlo was resolnto and determived, for
ho was impressed with a conviciion of
duly as preseoted by otbers, and lie
wont to defeat without dishonor with
theplacid assurance of an approving
conscionce. 1o wus wise ln council,
rosolmi@ in nction, courtedus in coi-
duct, detereuntial 10 othera aund seolf-
respecting at all times. His practicol,
sggncious iutellect grasped the detnila
whotber on gory tield or fruitfal farm,
and bis superior powers As& man were
exerted for the beoefit of others, who
wero his neighbors aod frieods, (o
whom he was devotedly attachad.
His love of homo and its surronndings
was & marked trait in his character,
and it ia no wouder that the cliizens
{of Fairfleld County %aid uoiversal
 homago at his bier, as they had trusted
I him §u liko manner through a loog and
fuseful life among them, BSerattered in
ievery portion of South Carolina ure
ithe et whom he cominanded in ihe
! closing days of the Confedoracy, snd
overy ong of them feuls thut thore was
no truey, worthier, or mauiier repie-
scutative amnny the valinut hosts that
regdered imwortal tho name o° the
Counfederate soldier.

()
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South Garolin
Confederate Relic Room
and HMuserm

MWorly War Memorial Building Sumter Street at Pendleton

@olombia 29201
September 21, 1976

Mr, William W, Taylor

Fajrfield County Museum

211 W. Liberty Street

Winnsboro, South Carolina 29180

Dear Mr. Taylor:

We are in receipt of a letter from Mr. John Brattan, 36 Stannett
Street, Waratah West 2298, New South Wales, Australia, in which he
requests information on various South Carolina regiments, uniforms
and flags of the 1861-65 period.

Also included in his request is information on General John Bratton,
He wishes to have the names and addresses of descendants and/or
relatives still living.
Would you kindly respond directly to him at the above address?
With kind regards, I am,

Respectfully,

/%Z,a.,g,w_/ ‘7/ %&M

(Mrs,) LaVerne H, Watson
Director

LHW/ rnw
ce: Mr. John Brattan

.



“University~of Oklahoma at Oklahoma City~ + Health Sciences Center

College of Medicine
Department of Medicine

December 19, 1979

Fairfield County Historical Society
S. Congress St.
Winnsboro, South Carolina 29180

Dear Sir:

I am doing a study of the medical problems of the Confederate Generals.
General John Bratton died in Winnsboro on January 2, 1898. He was wounded
in the arm and body at Seven Pines and again at Darbytown Road. I am interested
in any long term effects of his wounds. If you have any information that would
be helpful I would appreciate knowing it.

Enclosed is a stamped addressed envelope for your convenience.

Sincerely,

tk D. Welsh, M.D.
Professor of Medicine

JDW/dr

enclosure

We are sorry that we are unable to be of any help to you concerning
Genl. Bratton's rhysical disability - we do have quite a lot of
historical information - but only that wmm he was wounded but no follow
up after his mishap. -- We do see that he continued farming after the
war but did not practise as a physician.

Post Office Box 26901 University Hospital, 3B Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73190 AC 405 271-5555
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A PARTIAL ANALYSIS OF THE MILITARY RECORDS OF BRIG. GENERAL JOHN BRATTON,CSA.

John Bratton's Military Records covering his military services rendered during
the War between the States disclose the following information:
[

John Bratton, age 30 yrs- A private in Capt Means Company, 6th Regt. South
Carolina Volunteers. His name appears on the Company Muster Roll: as follows:

Muster in date: April 11, 1861
Roll dated:.June 19, 1861, Summerfield, S. C.
Joined for duty and enrolled: June 13, 1861
where : Camp Woodward
By ¢ Capt. E. J. Means
Period : 12 months - to April 11, 1862

Service Records showm as follows: Company Muster Rolls
John Bratton, Pvt., Period June 19 to Aug 31, 1861 - Pvt to 2nd Lt. Last paid
to June 19, 1861. Shown as present - sick

John Bratton, 2nd Lt., Nov & Dec 1861 Co. Muster Rolls- Present, signs roll as
Commanding the Company.

John Bratton, 2nd Lt. Co. Commander- Regimantal Return: July 1861 present Camp Pettus
August 1861 present Camp Germantown sick
L September 1861 present Camp Germantown sick

October 1861 present Camp near Mclean's Ford

Nov. 1861 present Camp Centerville, Va. in
Command

Dec. 1861 present Camp Centerville, Va., in
Company sine Dec. 22, 1861.

John Bratton, Colonel, Field & Staff Muster Roll, May & June 1862, near Richmond-
absent. Wounded in action May 31 and prisoner in the hands of the enemy.

John Bratton, Colonal, Field & Staff Muster Roll, Sept & Oct 1862, present,
Joined the Regimant October 29, 1862.

John Bratton, Colonel, Field & Staff Muster Roll, Jan & Feb 1863. Absent,
Commanding Jenkins Brigade.

John Bratton, Colonel, Field & Staff Muster Roll for March & Apr 1863-Present
May & June 1863 Date of Comm.
April 22, 1862
July & Aug 1863 Adsent on leave
since Aug. 6, 1863

John Bratton, Colonel, Field & Staff Roll Aug 31-Dec 31 1863 To command of Jenkins Brig.
Jan & Feb 1864 absent on furlough of indul-
gence
Mar & Apr 1864 absent Commanding Jenkins Brig.
May & June 1864 1 n n "

John Bratton, 2nd Lt., Co. C, Regimental Return Jan1862- Present Camp near
Centervilile, Va, relinguished commarh of Company January 23, 1862.
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John Bratton, Colonel, 6th Regt., South Carolina Volunteers. Roster Jan. 1865
elected April 22, 1862, promoted May 6, 1864.

John Bratton, 2nd Lt., Co. C, 6th Regt S. C. Inf. Register Promoted June 25, 1861
File No. 81, page 476

John Bratton, Colonel, 6th Regt., S C Infantry, Register, promoted file No. 96,
Page 159

John Bratton, Colonel, 6th Regt., S. C. Infantry, Register, promoted to Brig.
General, May 1864, file No. 75, page 676

John Bratton, Colonel, 6th Regt., S. C. Volunteers, Company Muster Roll, Sept &
Oct. 1862 signs certificate as Inspector & Mustering Officer, there appears
11 separate signed muster rolls all having the same date as above.
John Bratton, Colonel, 6th Regt., S. C. Volunteers, Company Muster Roll, Mar. &
April, 1863 signs certificate as Inspector & Mustering Officer- there appears
10 separate signed muster rolls all having the same date.
John Bratton, Colonel, 6th Regt., S. C. Volunteers, Company Muster Roll, May & June
1863, signs certificate as Inspector & Mustering Officer - there appears 10
separate signed Muster Rools all bearing the same date.

Record showing Colonel John Bratton, 6th Regt., S. C. Volunteers, entry to
Hospital for treatment June 4, 1862, for vul sclop left arm and remove to
Chesapeake USA General Hospital, Fort Monroe, Va. "Exchanged".

Several vouchers for paymant - not legible enough to record the details.

One pay voucher covering his pay as 2nd Lt. from 19 June 1861 to August 31, 1861,
in the amount of $192.00
Registration Record

Bratton, John Bratton's Brigade
Brig. General

-State=South Carolina

To whom report: General Robert E. Lee
Date appointment: June 9, 1864

Date confirmation: June 9, 1864

To Take Rank: May 6, 1864

Date of Acceptance: July 4, 1864
Delivered: Ammy Northern Virginia
Secretary of War- J. A. Seddon

Voucher for $1300.00 pay for horses killed - several other vouchers and papers
not legible.

Letters from various ranking officers recommending that Colonel John Bratton
be promoted to Brigadier General.

Report showing that Brig. General John Bratton had been wounded in shoulder.
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John Bratton, Brigadier General, Bratton's Brigade:

Inspection Reports Aug 3, 1864 Petersburg, Va.
Aug 30, 1864 Petersburg, Va.
Sept 8, 1864 Petersburg, Va.
Sept 20, 1864 Petersburg, Va.
Oct 31, 1864 Outer ines near Charles City Rd
Nov 26, 1864 Line near Willismsburg Rd.
Nov 30, 1864 Near Richmond, Va.
Dec 27, 1864 Outer line below Richmond, Va.
Dec 30, 1864 " oo " n
Jan 27, 1865 Lines near Richmond, Va.
Jan 31, 1865 " " " "
Feb 27, 1865 Near Richmond, Va.
Feb 1865 Lines below Richmond, Va.
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This data has been taken from the
personal tiles of:

William R. Shelton, Jr.,

1131 Westwood Ave.,

Columbus, Ohio 43212



